Challenges and opportunities in childhood cancer drug development.
Advances made in the treatment of childhood malignancies over the past four decades have resulted in overall 5-year survival rates of approximately 80%. However, despite these advances, several childhood cancers still have unacceptably low cure rates, and, even when treatment is successful, the acute and long-term morbidity of current therapy can be substantial. The development of molecularly targeted anticancer drugs offers the prospect of more effective therapy with fewer side effects, but will require increasing partnership between governments, and the academic and private sectors.